
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Hays Humm 
Texas Master Naturalist - Hays County Chapter 

 

   October 2016 

Chapter News: 
Chapter Board Meeting  

When: Thursday, November 9, 2016 

Where: Woodcreek City Hall, Wimberley, TX  

Time: 6:30 p.m. ɬ 7:30 p.m.  (map link ) 
 

Chapter Meeting  

When: Thursday, October 27, 2016 

Where: AgriLife Extension Bldg. 1253 Civic Center Loop, San 

Marcos, TX 78666 

Time: 6:30 p.m. ɬ 8:30 p.m. (map link ) 

Speaker: John Botros, TPWD 

Topic: Water Rights and Environmental Flows in Texas  

 

 
 

 

 
  

 

 

 

  

Texas Master Naturalist 17th 

Annual Meeting:  

The Texas Master Naturalist  17th Annual 

Meeting is THIS month! If you are going, 

have a great time! If you are interested in 

attending, click the logo and see if you 

can make it!  
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https://www.google.com/maps/dir/''/woodcreek+city+hall+wimberley+tx/@30.0225645,-98.1723712,12z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x865b5dc0dfd914c9:0x4f65b6daa0d896b6!2m2!1d-98.102331!2d30.022583
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/''/agrilife+extension+office+san+marcos+tx/@29.8433859,-98.027513,12z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x865ca8a1ad556dcf:0xaac295ef043eb2ca!2m2!1d-97.9574728!2d29.8434044
http://txmn.org/2016-annual-meeting/
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Presidentõs Message 
 

 
 

 

Fall Reflections  

I used to consider spring my favorite season ɬ all bright and full of  energy and 

promise.  But as I came to understand the life cycles of our native plants I developed a deep 

appreciation for fall.  Fall is when you sow the wildflower seeds, transplant the young 

saplings and other woody plants.  Winter is a much kinder nurs ery for new plants to get 

started.  There is plenty of time to establish a root system before the relentless heat of 

summer.  Fall is also when I am most ready to do some outdoor housekeeping.  Removing 

debris, overgrown limbs and leggy, gone -to-seed annuals gets me outside in the welcome 

cooler temperatures of early autumn.  
 

Our chapter wraps up 2016 with the annual Gala and Graduation on November 12 th. 

We get to start by celebrating a new class of trainees achieving Master Naturalist 

certification.  These folks have worked hard, learned much and  have a lot to be proud 

of.  We current members welcome these graduates to the member ranks.  Every year we are 

enriched by new members who join p rojects and activities for the chapter and help us move 

forward int o the future.  We also get to celebrate the accomplishments of existing members 

by acknowledging Volunteer Milestone Awards, 2016 Recertification and Years of Service 

Awards for folks who have recertified for 5, 10 and 15 years.   
 

We have a great chapter!  There are so many wonderful folks doing such important 

work in our community!  So, as I am getting ready for the November Gala, I am grateful for 

this organization, the wonderful things I have learned and the special people I get to spend 

time with as we  work together to promote the sustainable use, conservation, and 

maintenance of our natural resources. 

 

Happy Fall , Everyone!  See you at the Gala! 

          ~Beth Ramey  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Restoration Ranger Workday Update! 
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Six trusty Restoration Rangers enjoyed cooler temperatures at the September 30th 

workday. Activities : 

¶Blaine said "off with their heads" to many Johnson grass plants in the middle 

40. 

¶Tom and Garry spread mulch in the gardens at the nature center. 

¶ Irene weeded any weed she could find, concentrating on the east side of the 

nature center where she then planted some wildflower seeds she brought.  

¶Jennifer & Anne went to Zone 9 (from the riparian area up to the coyote fence) 

to plant grass seeds and wildflower seeds in hopes of attracting butterflies.  

We all enjoyed watching the butterflies.  Irene even gave shelter to a Tobacco 

Hornworm on her hat.  A good time was had by all at least until Tom had to 

leave to for an unexpected visit to his chiropractor .  We hope everything is back 

in place now!        

-Contributed by Anne Child  
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Acorns and Galls 
 

 
 

The acorns are falling from our native Escarpment Live Oaks (Quercus 

fusiformis).  The deer are happy, as this is one of their favorite foods.  It is 

very good for them, supplying fats and proteins as well as carbohydrates.  

 

Ancient peoples made a gluten-free high-protein flour from crushed 

acorns, but the process required leaching the bitter tannins out before 

pulverizing it into an edible meal.  One modern method I read online 

suggests chopping acorns in a food processor, and then running them 

through a coffee maker until the bitter taste is removed.  Tannins are water 

soluble, so the hot water extracts the tannins.  After extracting the tannins, 

you can pulverize the acorns and use the meal as a flour.  They say that the 

oils in the meal will turn rancid within a month, so you need to use it shortly 

after making it.  

 

If you look up into the Oak trees you will also see round brown balls.  

They can also be found on the ground.  A little wasp lays its eggs in the twig 

tissue of the Oak and the plant reacts by forming this hard spherical gall that 

contains a larvae of the wasp.  These galls are said to have medicinal value.  

People have crushed these galls to make ointments, tinctures, medicated oils, 

and teas to fight infections inside and outside of the body.     

 
       



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Acorns and Galls Continuedé  
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The wasp that emerges from the brown galls are asexual and without 

mating, they lay eggs in the spring on the undersides of the leaves.  You may 

have noticed these small orange-ish growths on the undersides of the leaves 

in the spring and early summer.  

 

From these galls emerge males and females.  After mating, the females 

lay their eggs in the twigs and this forms the spherical brown galls that we 

can now find on the trees and on the ground.  Wonders never cease.  

   

-Jackie Mattice  
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Critter Scat Chat 
 
 
 

 

 

 

With summer coming to a clos e, at 

least on the calendar, seeing all the 

butterflies makes me think of butterflies 

and moths in their youth, as caterpillars. 

At one time I raised a lot of caterpillars 

that were going to pupate into Luna, 

Cercropia or Polyphemus moths and they 

were an absolute hit with all the kids (big 

and small). The one thing that always 

amazed everyone was just how much 

these little guys and gals could consume, 

and then of course how much they would 

leave behind!! After a weekend from the 

classroom, Monday found the bottom of 

the enclosure full of frass. Merriam -

Webster defines the word Frass: debris or 

excrement produced by insects. The 

Encyclopedia of Entomology says that 

frass is the solid excrement (fecal material) 

produced by various insects that feed on 

wood, foliage and other solid materials.  

 

    

Upon closer look at the copious 

quantity of frass, I noticed the amazing 

shapes of this scat. Not a shape like a 

round ball of a rabbit and a football shape 

of a deer, but rather in cross-section, much 

like the play -dough machines some kids 

had that would extrude stars, trian gles, 

hexagons, octagons and so on. After 

further research, I had come to find out 

that frass is produced in various shapes 

that often can be used to identify  certain 

genera of beetles, termites, sawflies or 

caterpillars.  

 So the next time you are out in nature, 

pay attention to the little details , as there 

could be a whole new niche out there for 

an aspiring scatologist analyzing the 

shapes of frass!     

      -David Womer  

 

Monarch caterpillar working on a milkweed 

variety of frass!  

 




