
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Hays Humm 
Texas Master Naturalist - Hays County Chapter 

 

          May 2016 

Chapter News: 
Chapter Board Meeting  

When: Thursday, May 12, 2016 

Where: Woodcreek City Hall, Wimberley, TX  

Time: 6:30 p.m. ɬ 7:30 p.m.  (map link ) 
 

Chapter Meeting  

When: Thursday, May 26, 2016 

Where: Lutheran Church of the Resurrection in Wimberley  

  (map link )   

Time:  6:30 p.m. ɬ 8:00 p.m. 
Who: LaRay Geist  

 

 
 

 

 
  

 

 

 

  

Chapter Meeting Information:  
The speaker for the May chapter meeting is LaRay Geist, 

ÒÕÖÞÕɯÛÖɯÈɯÓÖÛɯÖÍɯÜÚɯÈÚɯɁ3ÈÓÖÕɯ#ÈÕÊÌÙȭɂɯ'ÌɯÞÐÓÓɯ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛɯɆ ɯ

Tale of Two Watersheds,ɂɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÞÐÓÓɯÊÖÔ×ÈÙÌɯÛÏÌɯËÐÍÍÌÙÌÕÊÌÚɯ

in development & land management in the Blanco and Lone 

Man Creek watersheds, and the effect on the flood levels and 

results.  The social time begins at 6:30 with a brief chapter 

meeting at 6:50 with the presentation beginning at 7:00. 
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https://www.google.com/maps/dir/''/woodcreek+city+hall+wimberley+tx/@30.0225645,-98.1723712,12z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x865b5dc0dfd914c9:0x4f65b6daa0d896b6!2m2!1d-98.102331!2d30.022583
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Lutheran+Church+the+Rsrrctn/@29.9760221,-98.0923741,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x6aa6c5e6dc9ac934?sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiBoIe9h9PMAhVm2IMKHSwWCTwQ_BIIYzAK
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HELP WANTED: 
Become a member of the HCMN  
Field Trip Committee!  

 
 
 

WHO:   Any interested HCMN or trainee  

 

WHAT:   A committee to identify and plan 2 to 4 FIELD 

TRIPS for the membership each year. 

 

PURPOSE:  a small group of members to decide on sites, 

dates, and make arrangements for short day trips to nature 

related areas. These trips would be made available to all 

members and trainees. These Field Trips would not 

replace our regular chapter meetings with speakers. This 

committee would help with the coordination of the field 

trips.  

 

INTERESTED?   Contact Connie Boltz at:  

connieboltz@yahoo.com 
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Volunteers Needed for YMCA Camp 
Cypress EcoBlitz Saturday, May 21! 

 

 
 

On Saturday May 21, 2016 Camp 

Cypress will host an EcoBlitz! This 

project has been approved by the 

board to gain volunteer hours under 

project #1602. Currently they are in 

need of 10 volunteers!  

- 5 people to serve as            

GROUP LEADERS 

- 5 people to serve as          

NATURE SPECIALISTS 

The EcoBlitz will be held from 9:00 

A.M. to 3:00 P.M. with tours ending at 

1:00 P.M. Lunch will be provided 

followin g the tours. For more detailed 

information concerning the schedule 

of events, please click on the logo.  

This is a great outreach opportunity! If 

you would like to volunteer for this 

event, please contact: 

Art Arizpe @ 

artarizpe@gmail.com 

        Come               

have a great         

time helping to 

identify and make 

wildlife 

observations! 

http://www.inaturalist.org/projects/ymca-camp-cypress-ecoblitz-may-21-2016
mailto:artarizpe@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

President’s Message 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

The Value of a Volunteer  

Ever wonder what your volunteer time is worth?  According to 

IndependentSector.org (independentsector.org/volunteer _time), in 2015, 

national volunteer work was valued at $23.56 an hour.  And we get an instant 

raise by doing our volunteer work in Texas ɬ Texas volunteer time is valued at 

$25.11 an hour!  Using this math, Hays County Master Naturalist Chapter 

pumped $351,163.35 of value into our community in 2015.  13,985 hours is a 

respectable number and I am proud of everyone who contributed.  

Why is this important?  Nonprofit organizations, like Texas Master 

Naturalist, use the value of volunteer time to communicate the  worth of their 

ÌÍÍÖÙÛÚɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɯÛÏÌàɯÚÌÙÝÌȭɯɯ3ÏÐÚɯÐÕÊÙÌÈÚÌÚɯÛÏÌɯÖÙÎÈÕÐáÈÛÐÖÕɀÚ ability to 

gain local, private  and political support, as well as qualify for grants and funding 

to continue their mission.  

April kicks off our busiest season for volun teer work.  The activity calendar 

is filled with dozens of events and activities, the weather is wonderful and this 

year we have ample rain! 

(ɯËÖÕɀÛɯÒÕÖÞɯÈÉÖÜÛɯàÖÜȮɯÉÜÛɯ(ɯÎÌÛɯÈËËÐÛÐÖÕÈÓɯÉÌÕÌÍÐÛs from my volunteer 

work with this chapter.  I have made many w onderful friends, learned and seen 

amazing things, and had more fun than I expected.  How do I value volunteer 

time?  In a word - Priceless. 

Thanks for all you do, Master Naturalists!  

~Beth Ramey  
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On April  28, 2016 an all day workshop on Ecological and Community 

Resiliency was held at Blue Hole. The tour that accompanied the 

workshop was led by BH Landscape Designer Stephen Spears. It was a 

wonderful time! Below are some photos from the workshop.  

Blue Hole Workshop 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Photos By: Deb Bradshaw 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 San Marcos Greenbelt Alliance 

 Bio-Blitz 
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BIO -BLITZ SCH EDULE OF EVENTS:  

8:00 - 8:30 a.m.    Set-up 

8:30 – 9:00 a.m.    Registration 

9:00 - 10:30 a.m.   Various nature walks; bird, tree, 

naturalist, invertebrates, etc. 

10:30 – 11:00 a.m.  iNaturalist data review  

11:00 - 11:30 a.m.  Clean-up 

On Saturday, May 21, 2016 the San Marcos Greenbelt Alliance will 

host a Bio-Blitz at Ringtail Ridge Natural Area  in San Marcos, TX. The 

BioBlitz is sponsored by National Geographic, Texas State University 

(Geography Dept/TAGE ), City of San Marcos, and San Marcos Greenbelt 

Alliance.  

It  will have several d ifferent nature walks including  a bird walk , 

led by David and Ann Wo mer, a plant walk, led  by Minnette Marr and 

an edible plant walk , led by Adam Salcedo. While the Bio-Blitz is geared 

toward  school-age children, all are welcome to get outside and discover.  

We wi ll be using the iNaturalist app, which will allow for us to not only 

see the data we collect as a group, but compare our data with other Bio -

Blitzes around the nation! So, come out and bring the kiddos and enjoy a 

morning full of nature, learning, and fun!  

For more information about the Bio -Blitz click on the logo below!  

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Ringtail+Ridge+Natural+Area/@29.9033057,-97.9706703,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x865ca7e5da6309bf:0xc73c8e3e42a4fecc!8m2!3d29.9033057!4d-97.9684816
http://www.geo.txstate.edu/tage/events/bioblitz
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Buggy Business 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Any warmth in the weather and BAM, 

the mosquitos have arrived! I , for one, have 

never felt all that comfortable spraying that 

pressurized repellent on myself, and all the 

other repellent clips and bands have never 

lasted all that long. In add ition , everyone I 

have ever talked to has never enjoyed 

providing nourishment to the leggy little 

devils! So, I did some research and a couple 

of personal experiments and found out 

something much more natural that seems to 

work very well! The solution? Herbs! And 

smelly ones at that! Everyone seems to know 

about citronella, and FYI, it is a plant! But, 

did you know there many other plants that 

repel mosquitos? Here is a list of them:  

¶ Lavender 

¶ Lemon Thyme 

¶ Lemon Balm 

¶ Catnip 

¶ Mints (peppermint, spearmint, etc.)  

¶ Basil 

¶ Rosemary  

¶ There are others! 

(ÚÕɀt this wonderful news?  It gets 

ÉÌÛÛÌÙȱÛÏÌɯÈ××ÓÐÊÈÛÐÖÕȳɯ)ÜÚÛɯ×ÜÓÓɯÖÍÍɯÚÖÔÌɯ

leaves from your herb of choice, crush it a 

little between your fingers, and rub it all over 

your exposed areas! Easy peasy, no bugs 

pleasey! Even better news, a lot of these herbs 

repel other gross bugs too, and you can cook 

with them . -ÖÞȮɯÉÌɯÈÞÈÙÌȱÚÖÔÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ

plants oils, like the peppermint, may give you 

a warm sensation when applied, so make 

sure you do some research before you start 

slathering smashed herbs on yourself!  

I personally like using laven der. It 

smells nice, it is calming, and once it gets 

established, it is very easy to grow, as are a 

lot of the other herbs listed! I even talked my 

father into using the lavender and he LOVED 

it!  

So, before you go out and spend all that 

money on a fumigated mix of citronella and 

ÖÛÏÌÙɯÛÏÐÕÎÚȱÑÜÚÛɯÎÖɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÓÖÊÈÓɯÕÜÙÚÌÙàɯÈÕËɯ

grab some herbs! You will smell good, and 

keep the mosquitos away all at the same 

time! Yay!  

   -Hope Shimek  Rosemary 

 

Mint  
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Hays MN Forum 

Join the Forum! It’s a great way to 

connect with fellow naturalist s, ask 

questions, and learn from eac h 

other. Find the link on our website ! 

Contact web@haysmn.org if you 

have suggestions or questions!  

 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Watch your e-mails for upcoming 

opportunities! Check out the 

Projects Calendar for more 

information.  

 

New volunteer idea form HERE! 
 

Volunteer & Advanced 

Training Hours 

 

Don’t forget your water!!! 
 

 

LetÙs do some work! J  

 

 

Send in your photos, book 

reviews, articles and 

whatever else you would 

like to share!  

Send them to: 

news@haysmn.org    
or     

hope.shimek@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Itõs May 

      Yay!  

 

 

mailto:web@haysmn.org
http://haysmn.org/calendar-projects.html
http://haysmn.org/proposalform-vol.html
mailto:news@haysmn.org
mailto:hope.shimek@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Member News: 
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Dates are Set 
 

The Texas Master Naturalist 17th Annual 

Meeting will be held, October 21 ɬ 23, 2016. 

Mark your calendars and follow the link 

below to find out how you can participate!  
 

ANNUAL MEETING LINK  

  

Having Fun!  
On May 7, the 2016 HCMN trainees  

held their butterfly and insect class. 

They had beautiful weather and 

great success in their endeavor! Just 

look at the photos!  

 

http://txmn.org/2016-annual-meeting/


Texas 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Member Photos 
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Photo by: Hope Shimek 

 

Whatcha got there little guy? 

 

,ÈÒÌɯÈɯÞÐÚÏȱ 

 

Do tree frogs nap? 

 

 ÙÌÕɀÛɯ+ÖÝÌɯ!ÜÎÚɯÎÙÌÈÛȳ 

 

A spider on a spider wart! 

Haha! 

 

,ÖÙÕÐÕÎɯ#ÌÞȱ 

 

Photos by: Hope Shimek  

 



 

 

 

 

 

Board of Directors 
President  Beth Ramey 

Vice President  Connie Boltz 

Secretary Tracy Mock 

Treasurer Larry Calvert  

Past-President  Art Arizpe  

State Representative Dixie Camp  

Training Committee  Susan Neill 

Advanced Training Com.  Susan Kimmel-Lines 

Membership Committee  Judy Burdett 

Web Master  Jane Dunham 

Newsletter Committee  Hope Shimek 

& Editor  news@haysmn.org 

Outreach Committee  Helen Bowie 

Calendar Committee  Beverly Gordon 

Host Committee  Roxana Donegan & 

 Mary Dow Ross  

Historian  Tom Watson 

Volunteer Service  Dixie Camp  

AgriLife Agent  Coming Soon-ish 

TP&WD Rep  Gordon Linam  
 

 

Sponsors 

Partners 

Hill County  

Photography 

Club  

Agencies of Interest 
Bamberger Ranch  

 bambergerranch.org 

Native Plant Society of Texas  

 www.npsot.org  

San Marcos Greenbelt Alliance  

 www.smgreenbelt.org  

San Marcos River Foundation  

 www.sanmarcosriver.org  

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality  

 www.tceq.state.tx.us 

Texas Outdoor Women’s Network  

 www.townsanmarcos.org  

Texas Cooperative Extension -- Sea Grant 

Program 

 texas-sea-grant.tamu.edu  

Texas Forest Service  

 txforestservice.tamu.edu 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers   

www.usace.army.mil  

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service   

www.fws.gov  

U.S.D.A. Natural Resource Conservation Ser vice  

www.nrcs.usda.gov  

Guadalupe -Blanco River Authority  

             www.gbra.org  
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Links to Chapter Partners and Sponsors 

mailto:editor@haysmn.org
http://txmn.org/
http://txmn.org/
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/
http://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/
http://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/
http://www.ci.san-marcos.tx.us/index.aspx?page=796
http://www.ci.san-marcos.tx.us/index.aspx?page=796
https://www.wildflower.org/
https://www.wildflower.org/
http://canyongorge.org/become-a-member
http://canyongorge.org/become-a-member
http://austintexas.gov/department/austin-nature-and-science-center
http://austintexas.gov/department/austin-nature-and-science-center
http://www.hcphotoclub.org/
http://www.hcphotoclub.org/
http://bambergerranch.org/
http://www.npsot.org/
http://www.smgreenbelt.org/
http://www.sanmarcosriver.org/
file:///C:/Users/Hope/Desktop/MN%20Newsletters/www.tceq.state.tx.us
http://www.townsanmarcos.org/
http://texas-sea-grant.tamu.edu/
http://txforestservice.tamu.edu/
http://www.usace.army.mil/
http://www.fws.gov/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
http://www.gbra.org/

