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June 2016

Chapz‘er News:

When: Thursday, June 9, 2016
- Where: Woodcreek City Hall, Wimberley, TX
= Time: 6:30 p.m ¢ 7:30 p.m. (map link)

When: Thursday, June 23, 2016

= Where: First Baptist Church, 203 W. Hwy 290, Dripping Springs
: (map link)

Time: 6:30 p.m.¢ 8:00 p.m.

- Who: Romey Swanson

Chapter Meeting Information:



https://www.google.com/maps/dir/''/woodcreek+city+hall+wimberley+tx/@30.0225645,-98.1723712,12z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x865b5dc0dfd914c9:0x4f65b6daa0d896b6!2m2!1d-98.102331!2d30.022583
https://www.google.com/maps/place/First+Baptist+Church/@30.1912118,-98.0890763,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x9920bd0b5d79d02f!8m2!3d30.1912118!4d-98.0890763
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B/O Blitz:

*° SMGA Ringtaill Ridge
NN \\\gaz‘urda y, May 21, 20.

Turn-out was lower than expected but we had a great learning experience
at Ringtail Ridge on Saturday, May 21. Thanks to David & Ann Womer who led
the birding hike, Adam Salcedo who led the Edible Plant hike (lots of hungry
tasters!) and Minnette Marr who led the plant walk. It was muggy but the three
ponds all had water that attrac ted the bugs that brought the swallows . BioBlitz
was co-sponsored by Texas Alliance for Geographic Education (Texas State), San
Marcos Greenbelt Alliance and Hays County Master Naturalists. -LJ %

Photos provided by LJ and TAGE



SAVE THE DATE:
HCMN Summer Social

Mark your calendars for the upcoming HCMN Summer Social!
Come out and enjoy your fellow Master Naturalists, good food,
and lively chatter! We have an exciting speaker lined up and the
venue is beautiful and relaxing. In addition, we will have MN
project displays, along with their coordinators to discuss the
projects and recruit volunteers. We hope to see you there!

DATE: SATURDAY, AUGUST
PLACE: DRIPPING SPRINGS RANCH
PARK, DRIPPING SPRINGS
TIME: 10:00 a.m.-1:30p.m. LUNCH
WILL BE SERVED
SPEAKER: MICHAEL WARRINER OF

TPWD ON THE SUBJECT OF
"NATIVE BEES OF TEXAS"

**DETAILS WILL FOLLOW AS WE GET A
BIT CLOSER TO THE EVENT .
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Share Your Knowledge
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If you are like me, you often wish you could wave a magic wand and magically
share what you understand about our captivating ecosystem and its preservation
and conservation with everyone in our community. Even though we are
interacting with more and more local residents each month, we know there are

thousands of neighborsUT EUwpP 1T wl EYI1 Oz U whkdateakid O

decisions about landscaping, water use and land use.

The Hays County Master Naturalist
Chapter is in the process of creating a
public website expressly targeting folks
new to the area, or those who have been
here a while, but are not familiar with
Master Naturalist concepts. The website
Is intended to provide information
specific to the Hays County area, as well
as to promote our organization. This
project is known as the Willett Project
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HEADLINE ABOUT HCMN

Proposed Web Page design
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Hays County's rapid growth puts
increasing pressure on our water supply.

and is funded by a grant from the Harry L. Willett Foundation,

The Willett Project needs bloggers, subject matter experts, brochure creators,

editors and other writers in addi tion to folks to update and modify as we go,

and we are looking for volunteers eager to share their knowledge and skills.

( OwOUET Uwi OUwadbUlwlOwi EYT wEwUT OUIT woOi wi
overview. The homepage will have a brief description about who we are, a blog
section, and a topical information section. Our five main categories will appear

in tab links at the top of the page. When your mouse hovers over any one of
these, a list of the subcategories appears.Here is the list of the categories and

subcategories:
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Water

Water is critical to life. The rapid growth of the Hays County area is increasing
pressure on this valuable resource. To makegood water management decisions,
we must accept the reality that our water supply is limited and we must
understand how water affects our land.

9 Our Water Supply - Where Does Our Water Come From?

1 Saving Water ¢ Strategies for Conservation

T Rainwater Collectiont 4 UPOT w- EUUUI zUw! 1 UU
1 Erosion and Runoff ¢ Slow That Water Down

1 Lakes, Rivers, Streamg Surface Water Features

Plants & Landscapes

Hays County is home to a wonderful array of native plants which thrive here
because they are adapted to local conditins. They provide food and habitat for
our wildlife, and create a uniquely beautiful natural landscape.

1 Grasst Yards and Beyond

91 Trees & Bushest Natives Pass the Test

1 Flowers and Other Plants ¢ Wild is Beautiful
1 Landscape choicest Go Native

Wildlife & Insects

We share our environment with many other species, and all play a vital role in
the ecosystem. With the continuing population growth of the Hays County area,
animal habitats are dwindling and appropriate land stewardship becomes more
critical.

1 Insects and Bugst Crawling Critters
1 Mammals ¢ Our Furry Friends

{ Birds ¢ Beauty on the Wing @’\

1 Reptiles and Amphibians ¢ Water Dwellers
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Conservation & Restoration

Humans have had a major impact on the land and on our natural resources.
Positive actions regarding conservation will result in a healthier natural
environment.

1 Firewise ¢ Plan Ahead

Flood Control ¢ Strategies

Managing for Wildlife ¢ Improvi ng Habitat

Cedar Managementt ( Uz Uw" OOx OPEEUI E
Restoration Plant Stepday'Step

Dark Skiest Starry. Nights
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Resources
Hays County ha
UxUBOT UwE

pundance of outdoor points of interest ranging from
EwUPDOODPOI wi 001 Uuwkeydnée

1 Visiting Hays County
1 Find a Speaker
1 Schedule a Site
1 Reading Li | ‘
1 Organizatio dividuals

If you have an interest in sharing your
knowledge, copy editing, contributing
to a blog or c buting ographs, e T ShOvE MO
please conta nd er;
candy@spitzere ates.comor .
Lin Weber; lin.we er@vownet.net, to volunteer.

as project #1406

pproved



mailto:candy@spitzerassociates.com
mailto:lin.weber@vownet.net

HCMN Membership and Traininglass

Advanced Training opportunities are abundant in our area. Many
of you have already met and even exceeded the annual requirement of 8
hours a year. The Hays County MN Advance d Training Calendar lists
all approved Advanced Training (AT) opportunities. Please revew the
AT calendar before participating in a perceived AT opportunity. The
Membership Chairperson will approve your hours when the AT
opportunity has been previously approved and posted to the AT
calendar. Otherwise it will be denied.

If you find an A T opportunity that is not posted to the calendar for
the day and time you wish, please complete the Online Advanced
Training Approval Request form and submit. You will receive a reply
from the AT Chairperson that it has or has not been approved and
posted to the calendar.

Per the Chapter Management and Operations Protocol, Article V. -

EYEOEI Ew3UEDPODPOT wii gubUI Ol OUUOuWE
Advanced Training Coordinator, Committee, or equivalent, should pre -
approve all advanced training opportunities before the volunteer
attends. In special circumstances, approval may be sought in
Ul UUOUxI EUG »

The complete Chapter Management and Operations Protocol can be
found on the Texas Master Naturalist website at www.TXMN.org under
the menu item, Chapter Resources/Chapter Documents. Please address
any questions or concerns to Beverly Gordon atatcom@haysmn.org

1 Thanks for your help,
r t Beverly Gordon
“;

i
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http://haysmn.org/proposalform-adv.html
http://haysmn.org/proposalform-adv.html
http://txmn.org/chapterdocuments/
http://www.txmn.org/

Weeding

The recent rains have made weeding
easier. The trick is to know what to pull.
The invasive Maltese star thistle
(Centaurea melitensihas enjoyed the
moisture. If you try to get rid of it by weed
eating or mowing, you will only spread them.
Pulling them by hand is the best solution, or
laying down newspaper that is covered with
mulch. TR ) Al
Another
weed that has
enjoyed the >
frequent rains is =
11 A DD N i
Spreading Hedgeparsley (Torilis arvensi3. It
has a dainty white flower that reminds you of
OUI T Ow OO0 ZUwWOEEI OwEOD
that the seeds stick to socks and pant legs and
if allowed, it will blanket an area.
¢ Technically
S Cedar,
Mexican Hat
and Texas
* Thistle are not
o considered
S PR weeds as they
S5 4% (“_.&3‘.},,;-\?“ - 0 are all native
to our area. However, they have a habit of
taking over to the exclusion of other plants.
Biodiversity is the hallmark of a healthy
ecosystem, so | try to keep these plants in
check.
| do like the reddish, orange to yellow
flowers of Mexican Hat, but it is a perennial
that easily seeds itself and takes over an area.
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| have learned to pull it when the flowers
begin to fade and if it is too numerous, | pull
it as soon as it appears. ~

Without wildfires
that are natural to hill
country, the local
native cedars (Juniperus
ashe) take over vacant
lots. If you want to h N
control cedar, the best & AW
tactic is to pull the cedars seedlings. They
come up easily.

One of the best parts of weeding is that
you fin d plants that you did not realize you
have. | have long known | have the Antelope
Horn Milkweed ( Aesclepias aspurulabut
recently | discovered Zizotes Milkweed
(Asclepias oenotheroidesghile weeding in a
vacant lot.

-Jackie Mattice

[ -
Zizotes Milkweed
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Hays MN Forum

) OPOwWUT 1T wudUUONR w(
connect with fellow naturalist s, ask

guestions, and learn from eac h
other. Find the link on our website

Contact web@haysmn.org if you
have suggestions or questions!

Volunteer Opportunities

Watch your e-mails for upcoming
opportunities! Check out the
Projects Calendar for more
information.

New volunteer idea form HERE!

Volunteer & Advanced
Training Hours

We have been some busy
bees lately!

B

Keep up the good  work!

Share your summer
adventures with HCMN

Send them to:

editor@haysmn.org
or
hope.shimek@agmail.com

Monday, June 20



mailto:web@haysmn.org
http://haysmn.org/calendar-projects.html
http://haysmn.org/proposalform-vol.html
mailto:editor@haysmn.org
mailto:hope.shimek@gmail.com

A Bit of a Challenge:
can you tell if this black bird in flightis ~ Vlember News

a Common Raven or an American
Crow? To learn how to ID them in C lati '
flight visit this website. Tolearn even Ongratu ations:

more about these two bird groups visit Congratulations are sent out
this website. to Mr. Tom Watson. This

busy volunteerman has
recorded over 4,000
volunteer hours and now has
?/ Ul UPEI OUDPEO-"
amongst Texas Master
Naturalists. Way to go!
Thank you for getting your
hands dirty Tom!

- B. Gordon

A Note:

| am very pleased to inform all of you that we have been breaking
records for Hays County Master Naturalists chapter , dues-paying
membership. As of today, we have 153 duespaying members. 153is
the greatest number of dues-paying members ever, 15% greater than
2015 and 28% greater than 2014. If there is anguestion about your
dues paying status please do not hesitate to send me an anail at
lecalvert@gmail.comanytime. If you know you haven't pa id yet simply
send a check for$20 perperson made out to HCMN and send it to
HCMN, P. O. Box 78, Wimberley, TX 78676, Attention: Larry Calvert.

- L.Calvert


https://www.google.com/url?hl=en&q=http://naturemappingfoundation.org/natmap/facts/crow_vs_raven.html&source=gmail&ust=1465649667784000&usg=AFQjCNHk9vyjhFmgdxuICxyaaDv9v1PKCw
http://www.audubon.org/news/how-tell-raven-crow

Pests

Our wet spring has left us with many flowers as well as many pests. The
most important pest | hope you are attending to is the mosquito. Keep emptying
those open containers after a rain or using mosquito dunks where water must
stand. Remember that mosquitoes can breed in any standing water, even a
discarded can.

"T BT T1 UUWE 00z thavd BoOfbundrtHerd &sWbuneroud thaig year,
but sulfur or bug spray on your socks helps. | also sprinkle sulfur dust in areas

where | frequently walk in the garden. Bathing after outside work in chigger
season is a must.

The beetles love my light colored flowers, especially roses. | keep soapy
water in an old can and drown the beetles after | pick them off the flower. | keep a
fine netting over my squash plants until they bloom to keep the squash bugs off the
vines. Once the squash begin to flower, thenetting must be removed as the
pollinators need to get to the flowers.

| have already discussed my snail smashing technigue in a previous article.
Since writing that article | have learned that firefly larvae eat snails! No wonder |
have so many firefli es this year.

| will not use pesticides because | know that using them does more harm than
good. In the days before pesticides were used in abundance and monoculture was
not practiced, crop losses were generally only 3.5%. Loses now are estimated to be
25%, despite chemical spraying. Progress has not been made in the war against
insects as they develop immunity against the pesticides, and their natural predators
and parasites are being destroyed.

We can keep Hays County beautiful by protecting our nat ural predators
including bats, lizards, birds, spiders, dragonflies, ladybugs, wasps, and green
lacewings.

- Jackie Mattice
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Links to Chapter Partners and Sponsors

e
GORGEL

Freservation ~5oc_ict_q

sdv Bird lohnson
Wildflowercenter |8

Hlaster 703
AT :
valuraliat

Sponsors NT

TEXAS
PARKS & ALLXAS A&GM

WILDLIFE

"EXTENSION

Hill County
s Photography
v A Y Club
Agencies of Interest N pre—
- Rl
e Parthers

Bamberger Ranch Aad SRR At
bambergerranch.org AR S S
Native Plant Society of Texas ~=
WWWw.npsot.org

San Marcos Greenbelt Alliance Board Of DireCtOI’S

www.smgreenbelt.org

San Marcos River Foundation P_resident_ Beth Sl
WWW.Sanmarcosriver.org Vice President Connie Boltz
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality Secretary Tracy Mock
www.tceq.state.tx.us Treasurer. Larry palvert
31 R B OO0 e © 01 Oz Uw-JWp-acthresident = Art Arizpe
WWW.tOWNSanmarcos.ord Sta.te. Represen_tatlve Dixie Camp
Training Committee Susan Neill

Texas Cooperative Extension -- Sea Grant
Program
texas-seaqgrant.tamu.edu

Advanced Training Com. Susan Kimmel-Lines
Membership Committee  Judy Burdett

Texas Forest Service Web Master . Jane Dur.lham
txforestservice.tamu.edu News_letter Commit tee que Shimek

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers & Editor . edltor@ha\(smn.orq
WWW. usace.army. mil Outreach Comm.lttee Helen Bowie

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Calendar Cgmmlttee Beverly Gordon
WWW.FWS. oV Host Committee Roxana Donegan &

U.S.D.A. Natural Resource Conservation Service 5t Mary Dow Ross
www.nrcs.usda.gov Historian . Tgm Watson

Guadalupe -Blanco River Authority Voll.Jr!teer Service Dixie Camp
WWW.qbra.orq AgriLife Agent Coming Soon-|sh

e — TP&WD Rep Gordon Linam
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mailto:editor@haysmn.org
http://txmn.org/
http://txmn.org/
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/
http://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/
http://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/
http://www.ci.san-marcos.tx.us/index.aspx?page=796
http://www.ci.san-marcos.tx.us/index.aspx?page=796
https://www.wildflower.org/
https://www.wildflower.org/
http://canyongorge.org/become-a-member
http://canyongorge.org/become-a-member
http://austintexas.gov/department/austin-nature-and-science-center
http://austintexas.gov/department/austin-nature-and-science-center
http://www.hcphotoclub.org/
http://www.hcphotoclub.org/
http://bambergerranch.org/
http://www.npsot.org/
http://www.smgreenbelt.org/
http://www.sanmarcosriver.org/
file:///C:/Users/Hope/Desktop/MN%20Newsletters/www.tceq.state.tx.us
http://www.townsanmarcos.org/
http://texas-sea-grant.tamu.edu/
http://txforestservice.tamu.edu/
http://www.usace.army.mil/
http://www.fws.gov/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
http://www.gbra.org/

